Hell 



Hell isihe place olpunlshmeni lor The souls o'ihe damned ArTlsfs often 
depifit rl as a huge cavern inside the earth, but it could adually be located in 
another universe or a drffeieni dimension Whatever ris location, il is ruled tiy 
the Devil, ^Aho is assisted by numerous demons In administering the various 
punishments 

Although the doomed souls in hell don^ have physical bodies. they still 
leel real pain and experience real tenor. This is because the/ aie given the 
delusion that they do have real bodies, ^leh are repeatedly mutilated, or 
continuously burned, yet somehow continue to suivive This method ol 
punishment allows the tortures to go on foiever. since a soul nevei dies 

Some medieval wcrleis speculated about the possible ways In v-hlch 
these doomed souls are punished The ideas Included lelentless Hogging 
vrith barbed v^tilps. continuous immersion In a vat of boiling blood, 
coninement In a pit of poisonous vipers, permanent impalement an a thicli 
Jance, and repeatedly being ripped apart and eaten by demons. 
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According to the Boo^ olRevelalion.the Devil wll eventuafly be punished 
along wth the doomed souls Revelation 20 ID says that he will be thrown 
into a lake ol burning sulfur, v^here he "will be tormented day and nighr for 
ever and ever " Other biblical passages Indicate that the Beast (Antichrist), 
the False Prophet, the demons, and all the doomed souls v-ill also end up in 
this lake 

In some passages this lake ol burning suHUr Is fialled a "lake of fire", and 
artistic depictions usually show names leaping up from its surface. Sulfur 
(also called brimslone) m ells at about 11 5 degiees Celsius {24D degrees 
Fahrenhert), v^hich means that the liquid sullbr In the laJe is hotter than 
boiling VhBter. People sometimes assume that this liquid sulfur serves as the 
fuel for the leaping flames But unless there is an endless supply of sulfur, all 
olit wziuld eventually be used up and the flames W3uld die out A more liJely 
possibility IS that the fires of hell dont need any fuel 

According to the traditional vie v^r. this lake of Hre is at the center of heU, 
Vfchich IS located in a huge cavern somev-liere wthin the earth Ancient 
stones suggest thai such a cavern might be accessible by a long narrow 
passageiAsy leading doi^n from a hidden entrance on the earth's surface. 
HoT^evei, the cavern could be hundreds of miles below the surface, or even 
al the center of the planet, far too deep to be reached by a passageway from 
above. 

But hell might not be located inside ihe earth It could be on another 
planet somev-here far across the universe. Or if could even be outside 
ordinary space and time, such as in a separate universe or a totally different 
realfty. 



People are saved from the lorments olhell Iflhey befieve In Jesus and 
accept him aslheir savior Even a serial rapist-murderer can be saved if he 
repenSs and accepts Jesus before he dies UnlortunaTelv, some people have 
gene through Iheir enlire lives wthoul ever hearing about Jesus, and 
Iherefore didnl have an opportunrlyto be saved in this Vh^y 

Many modern Chnslians don^ believe in the rradrlional hell of elemal 
lortures- Thev saylhar a loving and mercilul God v^ould never creale such a 
hoinble place But others point out that Jesus himself ^^a me d about hell in 
passages such as Matthew 5:3& and Luke 1 6:1&-31 _ and this proves thai It 
really does exist 

Note: This article was onglnally puEiJishetf on the Gospel Mysteries 
website. To read more articles Irom this site, go to 

http'^^www archive ora^details/GospelMvEtenes 



